Pet fostering and adoptions spike amid crisis | News | mdjonline.com

3/1/21, 2:17 PM

https://www.mdjonline.com/news/pet-fostering-and-adoptions-spike-amid-crisis/article_e59f774c-7447-11ea-ab8e-f30ab843e7cc.html
CENTERPIECE

Pet fostering and adoptions spike amid crisis
By Rosie Manins rmanins@mdjonline.com
Apr 1, 2020

Susan Lorek spends some quality time with foster cat Snuggles from the Good Mews shelter in east Cobb.
Courtesy Good Mews

MORE INFORMATION

A silver lining to the coronavirus pandemic is emerging in Cobb as
housebound residents are adopting and fostering a large number of
shelter pets that would likely otherwise linger in cages.
It is proving to be a win-win situation for humans and fur-friends
alike, as evidenced by declining animal shelter numbers and reports
of dozens of people enjoying new additions to the family during
+2
Cobb's friendly wild coyote
relocated to sanctuary

what is being described as a stressful and traumatic time.
“Having your furkid as a co-worker can be an added bonus when
you’re working from home,” said TripsWithPets, an online resource
for people traveling with pets, in a news release regarding the
coronavirus pandemic and associated stay-at-home orders.
“Working with your pet can be very therapeutic — helping you to
better cope with the daily stressors.”

+5
"Purricane Dorian" cats and
kittens available for adoption in
east Cobb

Many Cobb residents are isolating at home, working, studying and
looking after children being schooled online without leaving their
properties unless necessary.
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County, state and federal leaders continue to urge social distancing
to slow down the spread of COVID-19 and there is currently no
definite end to recommended restrictions.
County shelterAt the county shelter in Marietta, the Cobb County
Animal Services team has seen more than 150 animals adopted,
rescued or returned to their owners since the county went into
+10
Firefighters rescue kitten frozen
to Marietta roof

limited operations around two weeks ago.
As of Tuesday afternoon, 120 dogs and puppies, and 16 cats and
kittens remained at the shelter, according to Cobb Communications
Director Ross Cavitt, who said the number “is very low for this time
of year.”
From March 25, per the county’s
declaration of emergency, visitation to
the shelter changed to appointmentonly to adhere to social distancing
guidelines.

Marietta drug dealer jailed after
calling 911, police allege

Limited appointments to adopt can still
be scheduled between 10 a.m. and
noon. Tuesday through Saturday and 2
p.m. and 4 p.m. Sundays.
“Staﬀ are committed to caring for the

Ross Cavitt

animals housed at Cobb County Animal
Services and we wish to thank all those who have helped during this
diﬃcult time,” Cavitt said. “We ask that the public is patient as we
work to continue to provide services to the county and ensure the
Coronavirus infects 474 in
Cobb, kills 24

safety of the public and staﬀ.”

The Cobb County Animal Services shelter in Marietta.

Cavitt said the county shelter doesn’t have a foster program, but it
does work with many local rescue groups that do.
“If you are interested in fostering, we suggest reaching out to one of
the many licensed rescue groups in the metro area,” he said.
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Cobb County Animal Services is available to answer questions
and/or concerns from citizens via phone (770-499-4136) Tuesday
through Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sundays from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m.
Good MewsAt Good Mews, a no-kill cat shelter in east Cobb, all 88
felines on site were fostered out within three days of the shelter
closing to the public in mid-March.
“We made the responsible decision to shut down all shelter and
surgical operations nearly two weeks ago after a volunteer was
issued a presumptive positive COVID-19 diagnosis by her doctor,”
Good Mews Animal Foundation Vice President Elizabeth Finch told
the MDJ on Tuesday. “When it was determined that we would shut
down operations and send all of our cats out to foster, we had so
many wonderful people step up, which allowed all the cats to find
foster placement very quickly. We are so very grateful for this and
one of the wonderful outcomes has been our ‘foster fails’ — we’ve
had six so far which have turned into adoptions and we are
expecting a few more of those.”
Finch said Good Mews is not currently
adopting out its cats while they are in
foster care, as the organization’s
adoption processes “do not permit for a
safe, low-risk way to continue” amid the
COVID-19 crisis. The only exception is
foster carers adopting the cats they are
already looking after.

Elizabeth Finch

There is a benefit to the adoption delay, Finch said, because staﬀ
will have a much richer understanding of each cat’s behavior and
needs based on that animal’s time in foster care, and the knowledge
will help ensure adopters are paired with suitable pets when the time
comes.
Finch said she hopes to resume adoptions “with a greatly reduced
cat population” thanks to foster care adoptions, “so that we may get
right back to work at saving many more.”
If the current restrictions are prolonged, the shelter’s board “may
need to come together for some creative thinking,” she said.
“This situation is putting a tremendous strain on us, as it is most
small nonprofits and businesses,” Finch said. “We are experiencing
a sharp decline in revenue due to economic concerns leading to
fewer donations, as well as having to cancel events and programs
which bring in critical funding.”
A spring thrift market, the shelter’s largest annual fundraiser, was
among such casualties, Finch said.
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“Naturally, this is what keeps me awake at night, because we need
that ongoing funding to keep our mission alive and to save,
medicate, feed and care for these precious cats who bring so much
joy to the people who eventually take them home,” she said.
More information about Good Mews is on its website
goodmews.org.
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